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Resumen

At the turn of the century, Firth and Wagner (1997) published an article that led to the
reconceptualizing of second language acquisition as a field. They brought attention to the
fact that the field of SLA suffered from a crippling divide between social approaches and
cognitive approaches. Since then, the healing process has begun as both sides of the divide
recognize the significance of the other. However, not all cognitivists have fully embraced
the social turn. Input Processing Theory, in particular, has resisted the social trend in SLA
due to its emphasis on studying the internal mechanisms that transform input into intake,
or input that is understood and used for the building of a mental representation of the lan-
guage. Research in input processing has been solely quantitative, oriented to adult SLA in
either lab-based or foreign language classrooms (secondary and higher). Qualitative methods
and social approaches to language acquisition do not seemingly provide any evidence regard-
ing internal mechanisms of the learner’s mind; instead, cognition is situated in the learning
context, in interaction. I argue, however, that one qualitative approach, conversation analy-
sis, can offer insight into the internal mechanisms that are at work during structured input
activities– activities designed based on principles of input processing to address the inter-
nal impediments that learners face. These activities require learners to make form-meaning
connections. In this presentation, I will discuss the insights that both input processing and
conversation analysis have brought to the field of SLA, respectively. I will then propose a
union of the two approaches to provide a more complete view of L2 learner cognition.
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